
ABOVE LEFT: The rear of the Waldorf Nomad had several distinct cues that needed to be represented in the re-creation. The chrome strips down the back, the 
protruding tail lamps and the side exit exhaust were all incorporated into the modern design. An AAT-modified Borla exhaust directs the spent fumes out the side 
panels of the car.  ABOVE RIGHT:  Under the surface, the car is still entirely C5, lending to its reliability and drivability. 
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The fervor for new cars at the ’53 
show laid the stage as the Corvette 
was dangled in front of thousands at a 
time. The enthusiasm that met Corvette 
at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel propelled 
the car forward with enough pressure 
to force it into production just a few 
months down the road. The little two-
seater went on to fame and the rest, 
as they say, is history. Viewed by over 
300,000 oglers during the seven-day 
affair, the numbers of Corvette faithful 
have continually increased exponentially 
to where Corvette is now a household 

name, whether enthusiasts of the marque 
or not. 

A little lesser-known sibling of the 
Corvette was a concept that GM titled 
the Nomad. It was introduced a year 
after the first Corvette captivated the 
crowds. During the 1954 Motorama, 
this little wonder with the long roof was 
part of GM’s Dream Cars showcase and 
traveled all over the country. According 
to Noland Adams’ book, “Corvette: 
American Legend, Book 2,” the Nomad 
roof style had already been ordered into 
production on a standard Corvette station 

wagon body. Somewhere along the way, 
the Nomad did see the light of day, 
except that it wasn’t on a Corvette chassis, 
but the larger passenger car frame and 
wheelbase. The original Nomad, often 
referred to as the Waldorf Nomad since 
that was where it was originally debuted, 
has been the subject of speculation for 
years. Many concede that it was crushed 
by GM like many other forward-thinking 
concept cars of the era. In a 1986 
interview with Noland Adams, Norm 
Brown, former GM employee, tells of 
his first day of work at GM on July 8, 
1955, where he was given the task of 
dismantling the Nomad in preparation 
for crushing. While he doesn’t remember 
seeing the Nomad crushed, he believes 
that it was. 

The loss of such style with so much 
nostalgia, often prods more contemporary 
artists to recreate or emulate the original. 
Over the years, many have sought to 
bring back the classic styling and feel of 
the original Waldorf Nomad. Recently, 

LEFT: Even with many of the panels already 
created, the entire roofline and rear fascia were new 
moldings. Here is the Waller’s Corvette getting a mold 
made of the completed rear fascia. Photo: Advanced 
Auto Technologies
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